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Entry Hall Restoration Completed 

(below)  entry hall before restoration 

The next phase of Sandusky’s interior restoration 

has been completed. We are pleased to show the 

restored entry hall of Sandusky. 

Entry halls were considered formal spaces, and the 

stylings therein reflected this. Faux finishes such as 

marble, granite, block, and brick were popular in 

the 18th and 19th centuries. Paint analysis allowed 

us to return the painted surfaces to their original 

colors. Research also revealed the walls were wall-

papered. Our wallpaper was copied and custom 

printed from an original sample in collection of the 

Cooper-Hewitt Museum in NYC. Doors were faux-

grained oak. A hand painted canvas floor cloth 

completes the room. An original 19th-century 

American-made tall case clock was donated cour-

tesy of Buzzard’s Roost Antiques. Finally, a repro-

duction Argand lamp was installed. 

 Thanks to all the effort by our contractors, volun-

teers, donors, and staff to bring this long-awaited 

project to a successful conclusion. 

A tintype photograph of 

Sandusky by Robert Szabo. 

See inside to learn more. 



 

 

 

The visitor center roof, nearly 100 years old, was showing 

its age. Fortunately we were able to replace it through a 

generous grant from the Marietta McNeill Morgan & 

Samuel Tate Morgan, Jr. Trust of Richmond, Virginia.  

 

 

Our 2017 Hands-on-History Summer 

Camp was a great success! We 

learned about history, architecture, 

horticulture, and archaeology! Our 

campers met new friends, learned 

teamwork, and were visited by many 

historical experts. The Camp was de-

veloped and presented by Lynchburg 

College student Tracy Estelus and as-

sisted by alumna Kelly Childress. 

Student-Designed History Exhibit on Display 
Graduate students from Lynchburg College 

have created a new exhibit  on the shared 

history of Sandusky. Led by Sandusky board 

member and professional archaeologist Dr. 

Kelley Fanto Deetz, the class chose the arti-

facts, researched them, and wrote the pan-

el text. The exhibit was displayed in Drys-

dale Student center at Lynchburg College 

from Dec. 2016 to June 2017. It is now on 

display in the Sandusky Visitor Center. 

Visitor Center Roof Replaced Sandusky Summer Camp! 



East Parlor Restoration Completed Photo Shoot 

In case you missed it, the east parlor restoration is com-

pleted. This room is less formal than the west parlor and 

would have been a more private space for use by the 

family. More of a den or family room. This restoration 

was made possible by a donation from the Hutter Family 

Fund. Analysis of the walls and trim revealed the colors 

you see here. Several of the pieces in the room are origi-

nal to Sandusky; the remainder are original to the period. 

Visitors to Sandusky can now enter this lovely room. 

(above) Sonny Harlow applies faux oak graining  

(below) The parlor walls as they appeared before restora-

tion. The original green paint can be seen. 

A photo/video shoot was held at Sandusky to 

gather material for upcoming projects. Collodi-

on artist Robert Szabo was on hand to capture 

it all on tintype. Thanks to all our volunteers! 

In July, musicologist Martin Lieb-

schner gave a presentation on mu-

sic of the 19th century as part of 

Sandusky’s Summer Lecture Se-

ries. Of course this included tales 

of Joel Sweeney and the banjo. 

This program was open and free to 

the public. To stay informed about 

future programs and events at 

Sandusky, check our web site and 

follow us on social media. 

Banjos! 

Donate to Historic Sandusky 

Help us continue our progress. We have many areas that need your  

support. Please consider donating. 

 

*Restoration*Programs*Archaeology*General Fund*Documentary* 

*Peter Houck Endowment Fund*Hutter Family Endowment Fund* 

 

Simply indicate which area you’d like to support. For more information 

about our projects and needs, please contact our office at  

info@historicsandusky.org or at 434.832.0162 



Online Digital History Project 

 

Connect with Sandusky  

Social Media: Follow 

Sandusky by liking, follow-

ing, or sharing us on Face-

book, Twitter, or Instagram.  

 

Monthly E-Newsletter: 

Sandusky publishes a monthly e-Newsletter. To read 

about the latest happenings at Historic Sandusky, sign 

up to receive this. 

Web Site: Our web site, www.historicsandusky.org, 

is filled with information about upcoming events, our 

manuscript holdings, and student blogs.  

Archaeology Lab at Historic Sandusky  Dining Room Analysis  
Research of the dining room and east entry hall is 

now completed. The findings are outlined in a  

40-page study titled Cross-section Paint Microscopy 

Report: Dining Room and East Entry Wood Trim and 

Plaster Paints, Historic Sandusky.  The research was 

conducted by Susan Buck, Ph.D, who has done all 

of our paint work to date. 

 

The study contains many interesting findings that 

will be used as the basis for restoration of these 

rooms. Connect to Historic Sandusky via social me-

dia to watch the progress of the restoration.  

 

Your donations help us restore Sandusky to its  

19th-Century beauty. 

Historic Sandusky’s manuscript col-

lection was the focus of a Westover 

Honors Class at Lynchburg College. 

Let by Dr. Adam Dean, the class 

studied the Civil War through pri-

mary source documents. With the 

help of a grant from the Greater 

Lynchburg Community Trust, many 

of the documents were scanned, 

interpreted, and place online in a 

new digital history web site. The 

site can be accessed by visiting the 

Sandusky web site and clicking on 

the “archives” tab. In the years to 

come, more material will be added 

to this impressive class project.  

Thanks to a partnership between Lynchburg College and Hurt & 

Proffitt, an archaeology lab has been established at Sandusky. As a 

component of its Cultural Resource Management effort, Hurt & 

Proffitt is employing Lynchburg College students at Lab Technicians. 

Students identify, clean, and catalogue the myriad artifacts from all 

over Virginia that come into the lab. They are learning career skills 

while providing a valuable service to history. The lab can viewed  

during tours regular of Sandusky.  

It won’t be long before it’s that time again.…... 

Connect with Sandusky for all the details on our 

2017 Christmas Open House! 


